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2 INTRODUCTION

In this activity book you’ll find 100 key words for you to learn to read in Arabic.
All of the activities are designed specifically for reading non-Latin script
languages. Many of the activities are inspired by the kind of games used to teach
children to read their own language: flashcards, matching games, memory
games, joining exercises, etc. This is not only a more effective method of
learning to read a new script, but also much more fun.

We’ve included a Scriptbreaker to get you started. This is a friendly
introduction to the Arabic script that will give you tips on how to remember the
letters.

Then you can move on to the eight Topics. Each topic presents essential words
in large type. There is also a pronunciation guide so you know how to say the
words. These words are also featured in the tear-out Flashcard section at the
back of the book. When you’ve mastered the words, you can go on to try out the
activities and games for that topic.

There’s also a Round-up section to review all your new words and the Answers
to all the activities to check yourself.

Follow this 4-step plan for maximum success:

Have a look at the key topic words with their pictures.

Then tear out the flashcards and shuffle them. Put
them Arabic side up. Try to remember what the word
means and turn the card over to check with the English.
When you can do this, cover the pronunciation and try to
say the word and remember the meaning by looking at the
Arabic script only.

2Put the cards English side up and try to say the Arabic
word. Try the cards again each day both ways around.
(When you can remember a card for seven days in a row,
you can file it.)

3Try out the activities and games for each topic. This
will re-inforce your recognition of the key words.

After you have covered all the topics, you can try the

activities in the Round-up section to test your
knowledge of all the 100 words in the book. You can also
try shuffling all the flashcards together to see how many
you can remember.

This flexible and fun way of reading your first words in Arabic should give you a
head start whether you’re learning at home or in a group.



) SCRIPTBREAKER

The purpose of this Scriptbreaker is to introduce you to the Arabic script and
how it is formed. You should not try to memorize the alphabet at this stage, nor
try to write the letters yourself. Instead, have a quick look through this section
and then move on to the topics, glancing back if you want to work out the letters
in a particular word. Remember, though, that recognizing the whole shape of
the word in an unfamiliar script is just as important as knowing how it is made
up. Using this method you will have a much more instinctive recall of vocabulary
and will gain the confidence to expand your knowledge in other directions.

The Arabic script is not nearly as difficult as it might seem at first glance. There
are 28 letters (only two more than in the English alphabet), no capital letters,
and, unlike English, words are spelled as they sound. There are two main points
to etch into your brain:

» Arabic is written from right to left.
* The letters are "joined up” — you cannot “print” a word as you can in English.

1© The alphabet

The easiest way of tackling the alphabet is to divide it into similarly shaped
letters. For example, here are two groups of similar letters. The only difference
between them is the dots:

C (the letter Haa) s (the letter baa)
G(the letter jeem) & (the letter taa)
C(the letter khaa) S (the letter thaa)

When these letters join to other letters they change their shape. The most common
change is that they lose their “tails”:

-
-

é — G + e e, — + C(read from right to left)

Because letters change their shape like this, they have an initial, a medial (middle)
and a final form. For example, the letter ¢ (jeem) changes like this:

at the beginning of a word (initial) s

in the middle of a word (medial) OO . SH

-

at the end of a word (final) @
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Arabic has 28 letters and no capital letters
Arabic reads right to left
Arabic is written in “joined up” writing

The “tail” is generally chopped off before joining to
the next letter

KRR

A few letters change their shapes completely depending on where they fall in a
word. For example, the letter & (haa) changes like this:

initial il
medial v + .
final R

In addition, there are six letters which never join to the letter following (to
their left) and so hardly change shape at all. These are:

g (waw) | (alif)
< (daal) J (THaal)
i3 (raa) :) (zay)

You will find more details of how the individual letters change their shape in
the table on page 8.

Formation of words

We can use the principles of joining letters to form words.
So, for example, the Arabic word for “river” (nahr) is written like this:

(nahr) yg= = () y+ () &+ &y ~

The Arabic word for "belt” (Hizaam), contains two non-joining letters and is
written like this:

-

(Hizaam) e‘:).‘; = (m) ‘s + (aa) |+ (z):) + (H) C

You may have noticed that some of the vowels seem to be missing from the
script. In written Arabic, the three short vowels (a, i, u) are not written as



it of the script but as vowel signs above or below the letter. The short a is
n as a dash above the letter (_); the short i as a dash below (-); and

e short u as a comma-shape above (_). This is similar to English shorthand,

e we might write "bnk” instead of “bank”. Here are the words for
" and "belt” again, this time with the vowel signs:

J‘G:’ (nahr) ‘: |:)a (Hizaam)

this book we have included these vowel signs in the topics, but dropped
' in the review section (Round-up). Most material for native speakers will
ve them out as you are presumed to know them. This makes it all the more
portant for you to start recognizing a word without the short vowels.

*AFE9%5513 @@ XX @k o220

v/ Arabic letters have an initial, medial (*middle”) and
final form, depending on their position in the word

Many Arabic letters simply lose their tails for the
medial and final form

A few letters change their shape completely

6 letters don’t join to the letter after and hardly
change at all

The short vowels (a, i, u) are written as vowel signs
above and below the letter and are not usually
included in modern written Arabic

b Gl s
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© Pronunciation tips

This activity book has simplified some aspects of pronunciation in order to
emphasize the basics. Don’t worry at this stage about being precisely correct
— the other letters in a word will help you to be understood. Many Arabic
letters are pronounced in a similar way to their English equivalents, but here
are a few that need special attention:

u< (saad) a strong “s”, pronounced with the tongue on the roof of
the mouth rather than up against the teeth

w=< (paad) a strong “d”, pronounced with the tongue on the roof of
the mouth rather than up against the teeth



L (raa) a strong “t”, pronounced with the tongue on the roof of
the mouth rather than up against the teeth

L (zaa) a strong “z”, pronounced with the tongue on the roof of
the mouth rather than up against the teeth

C (Haa) Pronounced as a breathy “h”

¢ (khaa) Pronounced like the “ch” in the Scottish “loch”

' (‘ayn) the sound most often associated with Arabic, and most
difficult to produce: a sort of guttural “ah”-sound

é (ghayn) pronounced like the French throaty “r” as in “rue”

¢ (hamza) a strange “half letter”. Not really pronounced at all, but

has the effect of cutting short the previous letter

8 (taa marboota) a version of =, (taa) that only appears at the end of
words and is pronounced “a”

Summary of the Arabic alphabet
The table below shows all the Arabic letters in the three positions, with the
Arabic letter name, followed by the sound. Remember that this is just for
reference and you shouldn’t expect to take it all in at once. If you know the
basic principles of how the Arabic script works, you will slowly come to
recognize the individual letters.

L -~ = = B SRS—

L

4 initial: medial: final: initial: medial: final: initial: medial; final:
Ealif”' a/ufifaa | L L zaa z J > > qaafgqg S 4 &
Ebaa b - 2 o seens e g kaaf k & £ o !
gtaa t = S & sheen sh o du Gu laam® ( < S S
ithaa th S X & | saad s o ua e meem m - A
Ijaa J = Daad » ©w LA A noon n S o S
Y vaa = o r~ Taar L L L haan A 4 4
! khaa kh A A A a7 L L L | waaw wioo S &~ &
! daal d o4 'ayn ’ < A A yaa y/ee < 2+ -
! THaal T 3 L 43 ghayn g¢h < A& C_

fraa r 9 o - | faaf 5 & (8

. .

(1) When alif begins a word it is usually written with a hamza sign above (1) if the word starts with a or 4 or
below ( ) if the word starts with i. A madda sign is written above (T) if the word starts with a long aa.
(2) Note the special combination when alif is written after (aam: ¥, asin LY. (doolaab, meaning “cupboard”).






Now see if you can fill in the household word at the

: WOOOOO
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® CLOTHES

Look at the pictures of different clothes.
Tear out the flashcards for this topic.

Follow steps 1 and 2 of the plan in the introduction.

buloofir

0 il R O M

Hizaam

=
B
]
’é:i
i
=
-
=
&2
3
s

itz 0

i e

fustaan
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Bch the Arabic words and their pronunciatéom

q
* ’

ﬁ

Bee if you can find these clothes in the word square.
jords run right to left.

J_QJ_‘_\:‘—J_E
Lls|lalY oo s |2
slal3|S A KBl |3
Tel=| ==Y |5 s |
«ilJUAuJA'.A“_A
Slas]lal=xle () |3 |a

15




’ © Now match the Arabic words, their pronunciation,
and the English meaning, as in the example.

(o) =0
B @

| o ( /<7 By )
_ \/

/

g
= \/\ m




ldy is going on vacation. Count how many of each
Elothing she is packing in her suitcase.




© Someone has ripped up the Arabic words for clothes.
Can you join the two halves of the words, as the exampl

7 ) °
I

=il

W

¥

L
| A NA
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AROUND TOWN

at the pictures of things you might find around town.
out the flashcards for this topic.
w steps 1 and 2 of the plan in the introduction.

2
i

U 93 9

ootoobees

.

sayyaara

‘ - darraaja

-~

eenimaa

TAXI







Can you match all the countryside words to the pictures?

Ry

D

- —
l-'_'___———______________‘__—_—
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© Now tick (¢/) the features you can find in this
landscape.

\P’ ~— Y
ﬁ
~7- L -4-.—:‘:‘-,.

\j Il?ullﬂm nmihn'rm,

-p-,.f'_—,/

o _ s W
- — —-‘-’z/‘ v\
e = \"
_I
\ *an
gl »
s PRI

s (V| Eal el s Js
Ja[] g [] L
8y > 84,9 deyyo
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ds run right to left.

Match the Arabic words and their pronunciation.

b_a‘,_;.u_!:’..d“_‘;
syl ) (E s [
S|laAal3|s |o o | |=
Slo| == |8 s |8
Sl =22 = [B]d]S
Sla]o|=]=>]l ] L2

pee if you can find these words in the word square.

27



' © Finally, test yourself by joining the Arabic words, th
pronunciation, and the English meanings, as in the exa

m




OPPOSITES

t the pictures.
ut the flashcards for this topic.
steps 1 and 2 of the plan in the introduction.

A




Join the Arabic words to their English equivalents.

u“h.“ ‘Z -
v
G
dada




| Now choose the Arabic word that matches the picture

fill in the English word at the bottom of the page.




© Find the odd one out in these groups of words.

lﬁrt
r
T
£
b

Gt #( ee.—\:'i:( ded/a#(
(o5 ] (e [&]
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Finally, join the English words to their Arabic
posites, as in the example.

.\4.\3 “‘ 7
\ & light {

) dirty \
T / &
new {

] (=
@ [ ] (

m |
)"‘”‘( () ¢

Sl 33







Pick (v/) the animal words you can find in the
| pile.




) the Arabic animals to their English equivalents




>

FARTS OF THE BODY

the pictures of parts of the body.
ut the flashcards for this topic.
steps 1 and 2 of the plan in the introduction.




© Someone has ripped up the Arabic words for parts of
the body. Can you join the two halves of the word again?




e if you can find and circle six parts of the body in
ord square, then draw them in the boxes below.

[ =5] 9 | [= & 9 |5 | the o right to left.
| J - | [ =

. L) : < J %) ..3
o |l= S -3 S L
SEEEIMEL
2o |y |||y
KRR 9

LB

Now match the Arabic to the pronunciation.

41




f © Label the body with the correct number, and write
the pronunciation next to the words.

7

1
...................... glha 5 ba/TVVUJa.i 1
.......................... G 6T B, i3] 2
...................... Blw T e ES] 3
.................... ) BT i e 4

42



© Finally, match the Arabic words, their pronunciation, and
the English meanings, as in the example.




- USEFUL EXPRESSIONS

Look at the pictures.
- Tear out the flashcards for this topic.
Follow steps 1 and 2 of the plan in the introduction.

PrEOD|

ma’ as-salaama

0

_— 4l -
- ’.
min faplak | JS_.'."... shukran




Match the Arabic words to their English equivalents.

BN Em s 0 - . B == S I = =

iNow match the Arabic to the pronunciation.

==




© Choose the Arabic word that matches the picture to
fill in the English word at the bottom of the page.




: What are these people saying? Write the correct
ber in each speech bubble, as in the example.




© Finally, match the Arabic words, their pronunciation,
the English meanings, as in the example.

““““““ A\»’/ / ,
Dleas .—M ( )Lh“\

N
e <
. \9 ()
2P 4
6 ©
N Q
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ROUND-UP

s section is designed to review all the 100 words you have met in the different
iIcs. It is a good idea to test yourself with your flashcards before trying this

g_J\_\ 3.‘!..3_3 2@'\).& ZS.M..

gYgY” YT ilas s 83,




© See if you can remember all these words.

Pl

s 95 5
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Find the odd one out in these groups of words and

S (e (
it st o animald.. —-
o 3! LJUM‘ (

.U.'é(

joe | W (S L._-’_...\

5 et
e |
sl |

[ o |




|

© Look at the objects below for 30 seconds.

© Cover the picture and try to remember all the objec
Circle the Arabic words for those you remember.

B3 #lda <& U
i Lia St
85w N oLk
I a‘)ej:'" g:‘ Oae oS o



Now match the Arabic words, their pronunciation,

nd the English meanings, as in the example.

e . mm &
& 4~

\ﬁ

53
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© Fill in the




© Look at the two pictures and tick (¢/) the objects
Ehat are different in Picture B.

e B

Picture B




= Now join the Arabic words to their English equivale




ry to match the Arabic to the pronunciation.

* ,

# -

kabeer

m .
* e




© Snake game.

® You will need a die and counter(s). You can challenge yourself to reach the finish or play
someone else. You have to throw the exact number to finish.

® Throw the die and move forward that number of spaces. When you land on a word you must
pronounce it and say what it means in English. If you can’t, you have to go back to the sq
you came from.
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Answers

AROUND THE HOME oy WY
English word: window
10 (top)

page 9 for correct picture. @ CLOTHES
10 (bottom) Page 15 (top)

ol Olwd fustaan

rd ¥ g0 o) gl shoort
Ood elia HiTHaa
- sl Hizaam
suile el qamees
s Sk S tee-sheert
- daud bba’a
s 4 qu

ter A < —ea Jjawri ab

F;age; 15 (bottom)
11 (top)

maa-ida NENEDIEI M E
doolaab Ll z '.;‘
kumbivooti slaldfo ]y |8 |
LMPTYooLir TR IS I S -
sareer Tilal=ala)s |5 K} L
shubbaak Fire -
A -8 l.'--_n.n.r D =2 |==
tthEf?On b alols [A]B]S 4
l:iirha'ej‘fzyocm Rl EnErRP
ursee MBI DL
11 (bottom)
Page 16
S elala ]t [= 9 | hat a3 qubba’a
LIG|=a]Y [SD|o]|! |s shoe elia HiTHaa
3 a3y |3 ala |3 sock s Jjawrab
ilala NEFIPe shorts <y shoort
d sl H= = t-shirt b S tee-sheert
ol a2l 1ol =] 5 belt alya Hu.raam
E‘E S1a3: s o coat o mi’raf
RN —'_J) trousers gl bantaloon
Page 17
12 ia,3 (hat) 2
il (Coat) 0
aly~ (belt) 2
¢lia (shoe) 2 (1 pair)
Oslbiy (trousers) 0
=, 8iu (shorts) 2
Ows (dress) 1
o> (sock) 6 (3 pairs)
s (skirt) 1
ok S (t-shirt) 3
Uuaaad (shirt) 0
sesls (sweater) 1




© AROUND TOWN

Page 20 (top)
cinema

shop

hotel

taxi

car

train

school

house

Page 20 (bottom)
bicycle

taxi

house

train

bus

road

car

Page 21

A\ T &

Lpe oSG g3l
b il ks

60
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l_;IJJ

Page 22
English word: school

Page 23

s 33 3 ootoobees
S taaksee
FUNERY madrasa
5, sayyaara
) fundug
S bayt
dal,o darraaja
olas gitaar
Joa makHall
Lot seenimaa
paks mar’am
g ol shaari’
© COUNTRYSIDE
Page 25
See page 24 for correct picture.
Page 26
BYVES v Jis
e v Lle
elyaia X 5y

5 X e

TEN v 33,
e X ic))e
Page 27 (top)

Jas jabal
gy nahr

Ll ghaaba
elan saHraa
o baHr

ic mazra’a
e Jisr

Jia Haql

S NN x x <




ge 27 (bottom)

o e N e B - B
L= e ]s =
Slalafa o [o [o)|s
R} sla= |y :93
Szl || BId]5)
el Ve L] S]]y
Cl-=|0]=|=]! |3 k3
——
>~ barr
3o burayra
shhas saHraa
P mazra’a
a4 warda
- Jjabal
PP nahrr
Jia Haql
OPPOSITES
Je
»S
NEYEES
£ sl
Bt S)
et
s
daaa
(R
paad

Page 31
glish word: change

Page 32

0dd one outs are those which are not opposites:

Page 33
old

big

new

slow
dirty
small
heavy
clean
light
expensive
inexpensive

O ANIMALS

Page 35

Page 37
elephant
monkey
sheep
lion

fish
duck

SANEX

ELETLYS

ot ]
oS
Je

&

oul)

LG

arnab
Husaan
qird
kalb
giTra
faar
batra
samaka
asad
kharoof
bagara
feel

mouse
cat
dog
cow
horse
rabbit

VXA xS x

61



Page 52

Words that appear in the picture:

S S
ERI
535
elia
Slas

28
PR
o
S

Page 53
sweater
lake
thank you
bed
house
forest
where?
heavy

Page 54

English phrase: well done!

Page 55

- -

=
Sl
-bL

s
b
o

cos
<iS

64

v (shade)

x

v (handle)

b 4

v (back)

v (direction)
v (pattern)
b 4

buloofir
bunayra
shukran
sareer
bayt
ghaaba
ayn
thageel

Page 56
fridge
trousers
shop
school
river
great
small
light

Page 58

seenimaa
taaksee
jabal
Haql
kabeer
Jjadeed
kharoof
isba’

feel

Here are the English equivalents and pronunciation of
the words, in order from START to FINISH:

head ra-as
cow baqara
hotel fundug
sea baHr

no laa

there hunaak
table maa-ida
now al-aan

farm mazra’a
old gadeem
rabbit arnab
slow baree

ear urtHun

expensive ghalee

hair sha'r
chair kursee

duck barra

dirty wasikh

hand yad

heavy thageel
tomorrow ghadan
back zahr

leg saaq

yes na'm
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PsaaS |

kumbiyootir shubbaak

SJ:\LA u_..sYJJ

maa-ida doolaab

thallaaja kursee

s O

-

kanaba furn
oL DR
baab sareer

L ] b - -~

O = 8K 5

tileefoon tileefizyoon




window computer

cupboard table
chair fridge >
o
stove sofa 5
bed door

television telephone



@ CLOTHES

plo=

Hizaam

Sy (5

tee-sheert

Jot

buloofir

CJJ\}:L

shoort

Otbs

bantaloon

gamees

>

jawrab

Oliws

fustaan



coat

hat

shoe

shirt

sock

dress

belt

skirt

t-shirt

sweater

shorts

trousers

SIHLOT) @



© AROUND TOWN

MJJ.O

madrasa

g ol

shaari’

taaksee

gitaar

85w
sayyaara
Lo

seenimaa

:\ebd

darraaja

o 95 9

ootoobees

i

bayt



car

cinema

shop

bicycle

bus

house

school

road

hotel

taxi

restaurant

train

NMOL ANNOY¥Y @



& e

burayra

jabal

@ COUNTRYSIDE

;-bm

sadHraa

jisr

4Ly

mazra’a

Gle

ghaaba

shajara

SJJJ

warda

Haql



forest

S€a

tree

flower

river

field

mountain

desert

bridge

farm

3AISAYLNNOD @



© OPPOSITES

»
““

>

thaqgeel

S

kabeer

a3ds

gadeem

rakhees

batee

Gmnd,

wasikh

JLe

ghaalee



light

small

new

slow

dirty

expensive

heavy

big

old

fast

clean

cheap

o
v
v
(@)
-
—
m
wn




0O ANIMALS

Husaan

feel

qiTTa

-

baqgara

kalb

3%

qird

Saw

samaka

L]
i

kharoof



cat

CoOw

dog

monkey

fish

sheep

duck

mouse

rabbit

horse

lion

elephant

STYWINY ©



@ PARTS OF THE BODY

THiraa’ isba’
[=

ol e

ra-as fam

anf zahr




finger

mouth

leg

stomach

hair

back

arm

head

ear

hand

eye

nose

AdOd 3HL 40 SLivd @




© USEFUL EXPRESSIONS

min faplak

S

shukran

P

laa

Lo Yl e

ma’ as-salaama

al-yaum



thank you

no

goodbye

today

where?

there

how much?

NOW

please

yes

hello

yesterday

tomorrow

here

sorry!

great!
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